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SALEROOM NEWS    
    SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
 

NEXT AUCTION | TUESDAY 20 & WEDNESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 
 

Fine Art & Antiques including Portraits from the Hicks Family &  
the Collection of the late Anthony J Beeson 

In 1909 a book was published entitled ‘A Cotswold Family: Hicks & Hicks Beach’ by Mrs William Hicks Beach.  
This volume is typical of a certain type of family history, it traces the Gloucestershire roots of the Hicks family 
back to the 14th Century and mentions the ‘attractive theory’ that the name could have its roots in the  
Saxon tribe the Hwiccas. 
 

The author sets the scene describing the Hicks as ‘what is vaguely called an old county family’.  She then lists 
the 28 families remaining on their residential estates since the publication of Sir Robert Atkyns ‘History of 
Gloucestershire’ in 1712.  Of the 300 or so Gloucestershire families listed in Atkyns only a handful remain ‘in 
situ’ today; one can imagine that the author of the 1909 work would be pleased to know that the Hicks 
Beach family are one of these.   
 

A collection of Hicks portraits in the September sale takes us on a journey through the family history and  
fashions in portraiture from the early 17th to the early 19th Century.  It is rare for such a complete group of 
family portraits to come onto the market and is hoped that they will find appreciative new homes.   
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Anthony Beeson (1948-2022) was a librarian by profes-
sion and for 37 years worked as the Art Librarian at  
Bristol’s central library. He took up the post in 1972 and 
developed the department into one of the finest  
collection of books on the visual arts outside London.  
 

At an early age Anthony was drawn to the Greek 
myths and from that beginning grew his profound 
knowledge of the art and architecture of the ancient 
world, particularly Greece and Rome. He wrote for  
academic journals and lectured, served as a Trustee 
and honorary Archivist for the Association for Roman  
Archaeology and joint-led several of their study tours in 
Europe. He was also a Trustee of the Roman Baths 
Foundation in Bath. Roman mosaics were a specialism. 
In 2000 he reassembled the Newton St Loe mosaic 
‘Orpheus charming the animals’ for Bristol Museum, 
meticulously placing each tessera in its original posi-
tion.  
 

Anthony lived in a modest, wisteria-draped semi in the 
Coombe Dingle suburb of Bristol fairly bursting with his 
eclectic collection. Every inch of wall space was hung 

with paintings, prints and drawings. Display cabinets 
were full of English ceramics. Every surface was  
covered with objects: battered teddy bears were as 
valued as mythological figures. Dinosaurs resided on 
the steps of a tabletop temple. He loved Wedgwood 
Jasperware, bronzes, cameos, fine portrait miniatures, 
1950s toys, as well as contemporary landscapes and 
portraits by favourite artists.  
 

From 2006 his collecting was funded, surprisingly, by 
consultancy work on the design of accurate toy dino-
saurs. These were produced for the educational toy 
market by the company CollectA based in Hong Kong. 
Anthony was a driving force behind their prehistoric 
models and his work lives on in collections across the 
world.  At home, in his attic, he admitted he had one 
of the UK’s largest collections of dinosaur books and 
models. 

 

Anthony was also an author, writing books on Bristol’s 
history including the architecture of its library as well as 
the Roman gardens at Brighton (where he was brought 
up). At the time of his death, his Mosaics in Roman Brit-
ain had just been published and he was working on 
Lost Bristol, still full of plans for the future. His knowledge, 
expertise, humour and good company will be greatly 
missed by a large circle of friends. 
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AUCTION: 
 

 Tuesday 20 September, 10am 
Lots 1 - 699 Silver, Jewellery, Books,  

Collection of Anthony Beeson 
 

Wednesday 21 September, 10am 
Lots 800 - 1434 Pictures, Asian Art, Furniture, 

Clocks, Ceramics, Militaria 
 

VIEW DAYS: 
 

Sunday 18 September, 10am-4pm 
Monday 19 September, 9am-4pm 

 

A buyer’s premium of 27% (including VAT) 
will be applied to the hammer price of every 
lot. 
 

A fully illustrated catalogue is available to 
view on our website. We offer online bidding 
through Chorley’s LIVE at no additional 
charge, so you will pay the same as if you 
were bidding in the room.  Visit our website 
to register: www.chorleys.com 
 

If you are unable to come and view the sale 
in person, we are happy to supply condition 
reports and additional images upon request.  

                                                                                            
                                                                               VIEW DAYS | Sunday 18 & Monday 19 September 

Chorley’s is a member of 
The Society of Fine Art 
Auctioneers  

September sale highlights include: 
 

Lot 341 
Vincent Michael Brown (b.1971), Portrait of Anthony Beeson Esq  
Estimate £100-200 
 

Lot 516 
Tim Scott box in the form of a Palladian portico 
Estimate £80-120 
 

Lot 481 
Chinese turquoise ground porcelain vase 
Estimate £200-300 
 

Lot 424 
Two late 19th Century large Meissen figure groups 
Estimate £1,500-2,000 
 

Lot 269 
John White Abbott (1763-1851), Atalanta and the Calydonian Boar 
Estimate £1,500-2,500 
 

Lot 235 
Andrew Plimer (1763-1837), Portrait miniature of George Smith MP 
Estimate £1,500-2,500 
 

Lot 498 
Large collection of painted Roman lead soldiers, chariots etc 
Estimate £700-900 
 

Lot 827 
Andries Vermeulen (1763-1814), Frozen River Landscape with Skaters 
Estimate £1,500-2,500 

Lot 1101 
A Charles II rectangular lead cistern, dated 1677 
Estimate £7,000-10,000 
 

Lot 1125 
An 18th Century gilt upright wall mirror with Rococo 
frame 
Estimate £600-800 
 

Lot 161 
Jade, diamond and pearl pendant necklace 
Estimate £100-150 
 

Lot 38 
James II trifid end silver spoon and two others 
Estimate £180-220 
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UPCOMING AUCTIONS & SALE RESULTS 
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Fine Art & Antiques Auction Highlights 
July 2022 

 
Kevin ‘Pro’ Hart ((1928-2006), The Races 

Sold for £10,000 
 

Millefiori glass snuff box 
Sold for £6,800 

 

Leonard Russell Squirrell (1893-1979), Tower of London 
Sold for £3,200 

 

Early Georgian walnut longcase clock 
Sold for £2,500 

 

Georgian mahogany silver table 
Sold for £2,200 

Modern Art & Design 
Auction | Tuesday 18 October 

 

Arts & Crafts | Art Deco | Art Nouveau 
Scandinavian Design & Lighting | Studio  

Ceramics & Art Glass | 20th Century Silver & 
Jewellery | Modern & Contemporary Art 

 

VIEW DAYS: SUNDAY 16 & MONDAY 17 OCTOBER 


